BOROUGH OF GREEN TREE
COUNCIL MEETING
January 3, 2022
Call to Order / Moment of Silence / Pledge of Allegiance
Green Tree Borough Council met on Monday, January 3, 2022 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sycamore Room of the
Green Tree Municipal Center, 10 West Manilla Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15220. Mr. Sampogna stated that
Council had met in Executive Session prior to this meeting to discuss personnel and legal matters.
Mr. Sampogna asked for a moment of silence. He mentioned that this moment of silence could be a good
opportunity for people to make a new year’s resolution, if they hadn’t already.
ROLL CALL
Members Present:
Edward Schenck, Mayor
Mark Sampogna, President
David Lorenzini
John Novak
Ron Panza
Arthur Tintori

Also Present:
Judy Miller, Borough Manager
Kate Diersen, Esq., Borough Solicitor
Colin Cleary, Chief of Police
Deborah N. Gawryla, Stenographer
Kim Beck, Stenographer

Absent:
Rino Lindsey
David Rea
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
December 6, 2021
Motion:
Mr. Novak made a motion, seconded by Mr. Tintori, to approve the December 6, 2021 minutes as
presented.
Motion carried unanimously.
HEARING OF THE CITIZENS
There was no one present who wished to be heard.
COMMUNITY PRIDE PRESENTATION
A. Resolution #1297 – Honoring Debbie Gawryla for 25 years of service
Mayor Schenck read Resolution #1297 as follows:
“Whereas, Debbie Gawryla has announced her retirement after serving the Borough of Green Tree
for 25 years as the Minutes/Website Administrator; and
Whereas, Debbie Gawryla began working at the Borough on January 6, 1997 as the Minutes
Secretary; and
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Whereas, Debbie Gawryla, at the cusp of technology, designed and implemented the Borough’s
website that would engage the Borough citizens and provide a variety of ways for citizens to
become involved and informed; and
Whereas, because of Debbie Gawryla’s creativity and dedication the Borough was awarded First
Place in the 2005 Borough News Annual Municipal Website Contest and Second Place in the 2005
Borough News Annual Newsletter Contest; and
Whereas, Debbie Gawryla’s understanding of the importance to detail has contributed to the
Borough’s success by transcribing minutes for Council and Planning Commission, preparing
quarterly newsletters, designing event flyers, communicating between Borough departments and
organizations, implementing and managing various media platforms and updating the website to
keep the residents informed.
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Green Tree Borough Council and Mayor would like to thank
you for always striving to learn more, to be educated and empowered to take on more during your
25 years of service. Congratulations on your retirement and we wish you the best on your new
journey.”
The audience applauded.
Ms. Gawryla thanked everyone in Council and the Mayor.
Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lorenzini, to adopt Resolution #1297, commending
Debbie Gawryla for her services as Minutes/Website Administrator for 25 years and expressing
best wishes on her retirement.
Motion carried unanimously.
B. Resolution #1298- Honoring David Lorenzini for 8 years of service
Mr. Tintori read Resolution #1298 as follows:
“Whereas, David Lorenzini has unselfishly served on Green Tree Borough Council for 8 years; and
Whereas, during his term on Council he served as the Chairman of the Planning and Zoning
Committee overseeing the updating of the zoning ordinance and several other issues and projects;
and
Whereas, he devoted his time and talents to serving on Council and the residents of Green Tree
Borough.
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Green Tree Borough Council and Mayor would like to
express their deepest appreciation and gratitude to David Lorenzini for his dedication and service
to the Borough of Green Tree Council and the residents of Green Tree.”
Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Novak, to adopt Resolution #1298, commending
Dave Lorenzini for his 8 years of service to the Borough of Green Tree.
Motion carried unanimously.
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The audience applauded.
Mr. Lorenzini gave the following statement:
“Thank you. And to all of you, thank you for allowing me to serve for 8 years. It’s a wonderful volunteer
position, and I’d highly recommend it. It is a wonderful administration that we work with, and I appreciate
it. Thank you.”
C. Resolution #1299 – Honoring John Novak for 12 years of service
Mr. Tintori read Resolution #1299 as follows:
“Whereas, John Novak has unselfishly served on Green Tree Borough Council for 12 years; and
Whereas, during his term on Council he served at the Chairman of the Streets and Public Health
Committee overseeing numerous issues and projects; and
Whereas, John Novak also served for 12 years as Green Tree’s representative to the Char West
COG; and
Whereas, he devoted his time and talents to serving on Council and the residents of Green Tree
Borough.
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Green Tree Borough Council and Mayor would like to
express their deepest appreciation and gratitude to John Novak for his dedication and service to
the Borough of Green Tree Council and the residents of Green Tree.”
Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lorenzini, to adopt Resolution #1299, commending
John Novak for his 12 years of service to the Borough of Green Tree.
Motion carried unanimously.
The audience applauded.
Mr. Novak gave the following statement:
“Dear fellow Green Tree Residents,
First of all, I want to thank you for having trust in me to serve 3 terms. During those 12 years I was the
Chairperson of the Streets and Public Health. That included sewers, snow removal, paving and
infrastructure. I was also the Green Tree Representative for the Char West Council of Governments
during most of the time I was an officer. I got to learn how local government functions and tried to do
my best to serve the community. Some decisions were very difficult for me to make, and I had to pray
before casting a vote. We need to pray for our elected officials as the Bible tells us to do so.
1 Timothy 2:1 says, 'First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life.' God has put elected officials into place.
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Romans 13:1 tells us 'Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.'
Proverbs 29:2 says 'When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the wicked are in
power, the people groan.'
In closing, I will say that I met a lot of interesting people from different backgrounds. I will miss most of
them. I will let the dust settle and with my free time I will focus on the later years of my engineering
career and will be more involved with church activities. For the residents and the new Council; I wish
them a peaceful and prosperous New Year."
The audience applauded.
D. Resolution #1300- Honoring Mark Sampogna for 16 years of service
Mr. Tintori read Resolution #1300 as follows:
“Whereas, Mark Sampogna has unselfishly served on Green Tree Borough Council for 16 years,
15 of which were as President of Council; and
Whereas, during his term on Council he served at the Chairman of the Public Property and
Maintenance Committee overseeing numerous issues and projects; and
Whereas, Mark Sampogna also served for 3 years as Green Tree’s representative to the Char
West COG and currently is the Borough’s representative to the Congress of Neighboring
Communities (CONNECT); and
Whereas, he has been a trustee on the Board of Green Tree Public Library for 12 years; and
Whereas, Mark Sampogna has fostered several community initiatives and projects, including a
Farmers Market, a business district Streetscape program, a Summer Concert in the Park series,
and significant upgrades to Green Tree Park.
Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Green Tree Borough Council and Mayor would like to
express their deepest appreciation and gratitude to Mark Sampogna for his dedication and service
to the Borough of Green Tree Council and the residents of Green Tree.”
Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Panza, to adopt Resolution #1300, commending
Mark Sampogna for his 16 years of service to the Borough of Green Tree.
Motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Sampogna gave the following statement:
“First of all, I want to congratulate all of the newly elected officials and I wish them all of the best success
in the coming years. It’s been a wonderful ride, and there are many people I would like to thank, starting
with the residents who have supported me and that I’ve had the honor of representing for all of these
years.
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In particular I’d like to thank both the current and the former personnel of the Borough administrative
office. They manage the day-to-day operations and keep our local government running smoothly and
efficiently and make it so much easier for us elected officials to do our work.
16 years ago, Dave Montz and I just knew each other to say hi in church, and during the majority of my
time on Council Dave became a mentor, a guide, and a counsellor, and together we accomplished a
lot of things. I can’t thank Dave enough for his dedication to the Borough of Green Tree, and most of
all for his friendship over the last decade and a half.
Finally, I wish to thank my family, especially my wife and best friend, Joyce, who has been my best
friend for 48 years. From the moment I decided to run for office, she always prided me with positive
encouragement and support, and I truly could not have done it without her. She is going to be so glad
to get rid of over a decade and a half worth of papers in the house. Thank you everybody.”
The audience applauded.
MAYOR’S REPORT – MAYOR SCHENCK
Mayor Schenck had nothing to report at this time.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Mr. Sampogna
Mr. Sampogna had nothing to report at this time.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCIL COMMITTEES
A. PLANNING & ZONING – Mr. Lorenzini
1. Ordinance #1861
Approving Supplement #14 and #15 as part of the Codified Ordinances
Motion:
Mr. Lorenzini made a motion, seconded by Mr. Novak, to pass Ordinance #1861, approving
the editing and inclusion of certain ordinances and resolutions as part of the various
component codes of the Codified Ordinances of Green Tree in the form of Supplement #14
and #15.
Mr. Lorenzini stated that this is done annually by the borough to clean up the books.
Roll Call Vote
Mr. Lorenzini
Mr. Tintori
Mr. Panza
Mr. Novak
Mr. Sampogna

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Motion carried unanimously.
2. Mr. Lorenzini stated that the Zoning Hearing Board would be meeting on January 6 at 7pm. The
owners of 800 Trumbull Drive were requesting zoning variances for signage for their building.
3. Mr. Lorenzini stated that Planning Commission was working on an ordinance regarding dumpsters
and portable storage containers. He urged Ms. Miller and the administration to consider the
residents of Rook when the ordinance is recommended to Council. He stated that, unlike other
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areas of Green Tree, many of the residents in Rook do not have driveways, so they are unable to
place a dumpster or portable storage container on their own property. He asked that they keep in
mind that these residents will need the extra space to store dumpsters and portable storage
containers so that they are able to work on their homes in the future.
B. PUBLIC SAFETY – Mr. Lindsey
In Mr. Lindsey’s absence, Mr. Panza agreed to read Resolution #1301.
1. Resolution #1301
Authorizing the Borough Manager to execute a Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement and
Green Light Go Grant Application
Motion:
Mr. Panza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Novak, to adopt Resolution #1301, authorizing
the Borough Manager to execute a Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement with the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation and Green Light Go Grant Application in the
amount of $240,000.
Mr. Sampogna asked if this agreement meant that PennDOT would be doing the traffic
maintenance, or if it would be subbed out. Ms. Miller stated that nothing would change. The borough
needed to re-enter into the agreement to apply for the Green Light Go grant.
Motion carried unanimously.
C. STREETS & PUBLIC HEALTH – Mr. Novak
Mr. Novak stated that the borough hasn’t needed to use any salt for the roads so far this year, which is
a good thing.
D. PUBLIC PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT – Mr. Rea
In Mr. Rea’s absence, Mr. Novak agreed to read Resolution #1302.
1. Resolution #1302
Disposition of Public Records
Motion:
Mr. Novak made a motion, seconded by Mr. Tintori, to adopt Resolution #1302, authorizing
the disposition of public records as described on the attached schedule marked as “Exhibit
A”.
Mr. Sampogna stated that the borough maintains a record retention schedule. Once records reach
a certain age, they become eligible to be disposed of properly.
Motion carried unanimously.
E. FINANCE – Mr. Tintori
1. Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Novak, to ratify the actions of the Borough
Manager in paying the December 2021 invoices from the General Fund totaling $150,224.28:
Sanitary Sewer Maintenance Fund totaling $8,245.78; Capital Projects Fund totaling
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$10,300.00; Bond Fund totaling $36,753.29; Payroll Account totaling $204,104.29; and
Educational Service Agency totaling $4,985.62.
Motion carried unanimously.
2. Motion:
Mr. Tintori made a motion, seconded by Mr. Novak, to approve payment of the January 2022
invoices from the General Fund totaling $16,852.42.
Motion carried unanimously.
F. RECREATION & COMMUNITY – Mr. Panza
Mr. Panza stated that after two years, the Borough would be having its first Octoberfest meeting on
Monday, January 24 at 7:30pm. Octoberfest is an annual event hosted by the Borough of Green Tree.
Mr. Panza noted that the Octoberfest committee is always looking for new volunteers, and anyone is
welcome to apply.
LIASON REPORTS
A. Char West COG – Mr. Novak
Mr. Novak stated that the Council of Governments (COG) held a meeting at the Green Tree
Borough municipal building last month. Mr. Tintori and Mr. Panza attended the meeting, which Mr.
Novak appreciated. Mr. John Weinstein, the County Treasurer, was supposed to attend but had to
speak at another commitment. Mr. Novak reported that at the meeting, COG passed their budget
with no increase in dues for 2022.
B. Library – Mr. Sampogna
1. Mr. Sampogna stated that the Library Board met on December 21, where they approved a balanced
budget for 2022 in the amount of $227,182. That amount includes a transfer from savings in the
amount of $26,687.
2. Give Big Pittsburgh Day was on November 30. The library received donations from 7 donors,
totaling $410. In addition to the Love Your Library matching amount that had been reported at the
December 2021 meeting, the Jack Buncher Foundation donated $5,000 to each Allegheny County
Library Association library. Green Tree Public Library will be applying this money toward new
tablets and toward collection expenses.
3. The Green Tree Public Library will be accepting used book donations this coming Saturday,
January 8, from 10am-2pm, in anticipation of the Fall Used Book Sale.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Ms. Diersen
Ms. Diersen had nothing to report at this time.
MANAGER’S REPORT – Ms. Miller
A. Ms. Miller reminded the residents that the Public Works Department would be collecting and recycling
Christmas trees curbside January 3-17. She stated that the trees might not be collected immediately,
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as the Public Works Department has a lot of other things going on in the borough, such as snow
removal.
B. Ms. Miller thank Mr. Lorenzini, Mr. Sampogna, and Mr. Novak for their time with Green Tree Borough
Council. She said that it had been a pleasure working with them, and she would miss all of them.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion:
Mr. Panza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lorenzini, to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried unanimously.
******************************************

GREEN TREE BOROUGH
REORGANIZATION MEETING OF COUNCIL
MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 2022
Introduction of the Honorable District Magistrate Craig Stephens
Solicitor Diersen introduced the Honorable District Magistrate Craig Stephens to administer the Oath of
Office and Loyalty Oath to the elected officials.
Administration of Oath of Office and Loyalty Oath – The Honorable Craig Stephens
Judge Stephens swore in Mayor Edward Schenck, and Council members Shannon Barron, Craig
Romanovich, and James Turocy.
ROLL CALL
Members Present:
Edward Schenck, Mayor
Shannon Barron
Ron Panza
Craig Romanovich
Arthur Tintori
James Turocy

Also Present:
Judy Miller, Borough Manager
Kate Diersen, Esq., Borough Solicitor
Colin Cleary, Chief of Police
Deborah N. Gawryla, Stenographer
Kim Beck, Stenographer

Absent:
Rino Lindsey
David Rea
Election of President of Council
Mayor Schenck opened the floor for nominations for the President of Green Tree Borough Council.
Motion:
Mr. Panza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Turocy, to nominate Mr. Art Tintori as President of Green
Tree Borough Council.
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There were no other nominations, so Mayor Schenck asked for a motion to close the nominations. When
asked, Mr. Tintori said he would accept the nomination.
Motion:
Mr. Panza made a motion, seconded by Mr. Turocy, to close the nominations.
The motion to close the nominations was carried unanimously.
Roll Call Vote- President of Borough Council
Ms. Barron
Yes
Mr. Romanovich
Yes
Mr. Turocy
Yes
Mr. Panza
Yes
Mr. Tintori
Yes
Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Schenck turned the gavel over to Mr. Tintori as the newly elected President of Council to continue
the meeting.
Election of Vice President of Council
Motion:
Mr. Turocy made a motion, seconded by Ms. Barron, to nominate Mr. Ron Panza as Vice President
of Green Tree Borough Council.
There being no other nominations, Mr. Romanovich made the following motion to close the nominations.
Motion:
Mr. Romanovich made a motion, seconded by Mr. Turocy, to close the nominations.
The motion to close the nominations was carried unanimously.
Roll Call Vote- Vice President of Borough Council
Ms. Barron
Yes
Mr. Romanovich
Yes
Mr. Turocy
Yes
Mr. Panza
Yes
Mr. Tintori
Yes
Motion carried unanimously.
Statements by Newly Elected Members of Council
A. Council Person Shannon Barron
“I really wanted to start this new year, with so much uncertainty going on in our world, I wanted to really
begin thinking about all of the things that I’m thankful for and express my gratitude. We are all members
of great and thriving communities, whether it be in our places of work, among our friends and families,
and of course here in our lovely Borough of Green Tree. As we begin this new year together, I really
wanted to thank those who have been so supportive of me through all of my endeavors, but especially
as I decided to run for Council and be on Council.
I’d like to thank the entire Green Tree Democratic Committee, and our friends, my running mates, two
of whom are sitting next to me today, but also Deborah Demme, my neighbors and close friends, those
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who I sit on the Green Tree Woman’s Civic Club together with, on Octoberfest with, and all of the other
things that I love doing here in our community. My parents, Mike and Mary, my brothers and their
families, and most importantly my husband Russ and our two children, Jake and Zoe.
I am so humbled to be representing your Green Tree community as a member of Council. As a woman,
as a mother and as a friend, I am honored that our community has elected me to give voice to our
Council. Being a public servant is an honor, and I am to lead with compassion, equity, and informed
decision making for the future of our Borough and for our residents.
I look forward to getting to know many more of our residents, working alongside my Council colleagues,
our Mayor, our Borough Manager, and all of the many people who work every day to make Green Tree
great. When you are part of a community, you never do anything truly alone. And together, we learn
from the past, we celebrate today, and we grow our future. Thank you, Green Tree, and I look forward
to all of the things that we’ll accomplish together.”
The audience applauded.
B. Council Person Craig Romanovich
“First, I want to thank our outgoing members of Council for their years of service that they’ve provided
to this community. It was folks like them that made the decision for my wife and I to move to Green
Tree that much easier.
I want to say congratulations to the Mayor on his re-election, my fellow running mates here, Mr. Rea,
and I also want to say thank you to everybody else out there that helped work on this election to bring
me here to this seat. Having your faith in me to work as hard and diligent as I can to continue to grow
Green Tree, to hopefully attract as many new residents as we can as space comes available with new
home sales. I just want to say thank you very much and I’m hoping that the relationships that I have
both at the federal and the state level help benefit this community as we move forward. Thank you.”
The audience applauded.
C. Council Person James Turocy
“I’d like to start off by saying thank you to everyone for allowing me to accept this humbling and
awesome responsibility and that you’ve entrusted us with for the next four years. I especially want to
thank my family; my wife Cindy and my daughter Alaina who were very helpful during my campaign.
Also, my daughter Sarah who is watching us stream because she’s located in Chicago, who was also
very supportive of my campaign.
I would like to thank the members of Planning Commission throughout the time I served on Planning
Commission. I learned a lot about local government and our community just serving with those people
and getting their ideas and being able to discuss my ideas with them and coming to the consensus on
how we felt it was best to move forward, not only with the zoning ordinances and regulations, but other
parts of the development of our community. I want to thank the current members of Planning
Commission for stepping up and volunteering. Christine Short and Jessica Swiech, I hope they find that
it's as rewarding as I did and I’m sure they’ll learn a lot, although I know that Christine has been
volunteering with the Borough in many different hats and working along with Planning Commission.
Thank you again to my friends and fellow candidates for your support. Thank you to our current Council
members and our past Council members, and even the candidates who ran against us. In our
community, it’s best to look at how to move forward, and I just hope that I can live up to your trust in
helping Green Tree grow and move forward. Thank you all.”
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The audience applauded.
Statement by Mayor Edward Schenck
“I was fortunate that I got to run on both tickets, so I was unopposed. However, there were 30 write-in
votes, as my son indicated. He’s here tonight, Martin. He was surprised I had only made 30 enemies
during my tenure.
There have been a lot of changes in the Borough in the last year. We have a new Borough Manager,
a new Borough Solicitor, and a new President of Council. The Borough Engineer is being replaced by
a firm. We have three new Council members. Debbie’s leaving. So that’s a lot of change, a lot of
institutionalized knowledge that we’re going to lose, but we still have people that are staying. We have
some good people that are taking their place. Change is inevitable so I’m looking forward to working
with three new Council members and the members that are still here, in the future. I think we’ll do fine,
even though we’re going to have to work hard because of all of the change.
As a mayor, there have been a couple of memorable things during my last term.
The most memorable was the Tree of Life. I went to a memorial service for the Tree of Life. I grew up
one block away, so that affected me. I went early. It said 9-12 and I wanted to show my solidarity, so I
got there at 8:55am and there were 4 people in the synagogue. I go up to the Rabbi and say, ‘Did I get
the right time?’ and I told him who I was, that I was representing Green Tree. I told him I wasn’t Jewish;
I’m a good Catholic boy, went to Central Catholic. He said ‘You as a Catholic boy asked the wrong
question at a Jewish service. You don’t ask when it begins, you ask when it ends, and you come one
hour before it ends.’ So, it was from 9-12, so by 12, there were at least 1,000 people there. Toward the
end of the service, he called up and gave a blessing to all the public officials who were there. Conor
Lamb was there, Rich Fitzgerald, Dan Miller, and me. So that was good. I was proud to represent Green
Tree on that.
During covid I got to marry one of our officers. I don’t know if you know that mayors can marry people.
I have married about 12 people, and I’ve enjoyed doing that.
During the last couple of years, I’ve held Mayor’s Office Hours. The Chief also comes to those and has
Coffee with the Cops. We try to communicate as much as we can.
I’d like to thank a couple people. I’d like to thank my wife Cathy who is here with my son. She’s been
very supportive. 16 years ago, we had 5 new people, not just 3. I was the new Mayor, Mark Sampogna
was elected 16 years ago, along with 3 other people. We had 5 new people and we made it back then.
I’d like to thank Mark (Sampogna), John (Novak), and David (Lorenzini) for all their years of service.
Lastly, I’m technically in charge of the Police Department, at least on paper. I think we have a great
Police Department. The Chief lives in the Borough. He’s made a lot of public connections; everybody
knows him. He’s well known, probably more well known than myself because he’s out there every day.
And we have great staff. I’m looking forward to the next 4 years and working with this group here. Thank
you everybody for coming.”

Statement by President of Council
“I would just like to say that I agree with the Mayor that we have a lot of challenges. We have a lot of
new people, and that’s good. We need some new blood. We still have a solid borough. We’re certainly
going to have a lot of challenges. Everybody here though, we’re all Green Tree residents. We’re here

